Dengue and hepatic failure.
Dengue hemorrhagic fever/dengue shock syndrome is a serious manifestation of dengue fever, which is observed predominantly in the tropical regions of the West Pacific and in Southeast Asia and is associated with secondary infections, mainly in children under age 15. A concomitant microangiopathic coagulopathy has been described; moreover, encephalopathy and even Reye's syndrome have been rarely reported. This report describes a 51-year-old man with secondary dengue infection who presented with clinical evidence of severe hepatitis, encephalopathy, cranial nerve palsy, and microangiopathic coagulopathy and who had a favorable outcome. A careful surveillance for the occurrence of secondary dengue in the Western Hemisphere is proposed, and dengue is suggested as a diagnostic possibility in obscure febrile illnesses presenting as either hepatitis, encephalopathy, or coagulopathy in places in which the mosquito vector, Aedes aegypti, is present.